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sig i 1 rs in the Unite Stat · 
1 _ached an all-time high 12 yea. -
ago, he moi e tha a t ous4lrd 

·c e re. orted and the topic w (> 
a favorite subject of de ate. 

Today, eve the n ost scn . 
tiona tabloids a. re il{nonn g 
s oric about flying s. ucers. 

Reports of odd-shaped, fast­
oving, f!ashinO' objects in the 

sky are down 50 to 75 pcrc ~nt 
since the last J. ash of sighting in 
1973, said J,Iark Ro· eg.hier, . a 
researcher at he Center fo .. UE o 
Studies ·n Il inois. 

mate grou s inter stcd in 
UFOs also have dwindle . The 
ir Force closed its formal in­
e tigation of unidentified flying 

objects in 1969. 
This has not deterred a <-mall 

but faithful gro p of UFO 
believers. About 30 mcll}bers of 
the 27.year-ol Denver UFO 
Society still meet once a month 
at t e Glendale Fire Station. 

Lorita Gree.ri, president of the 
society, joined the group in 1963 
after she saw her first UFO that 
Sl.!l!lmcr ·::hile wvr! ;ng in er 
garden in Commerce City. 

"Everybody saw UFOs that 
' summer. I tell you they was 

thick," she said in the kitchen of 
her Adams County home, where 
a sticker on her refrigerator 
reads : 1'Flying saucers are real. 
The Air Force don't exist." 

Mrs. Green a:1d her husba 1 , 
Juan, ar~ 'i convinced thnt 
UFOs are er: 1 t 'at they moved t. 
a ural ar.:::a at lhe sugctestion of 
"contae..e~s,,- peo le who have 
met wi h U • 0 occu. ants. 

They bot believe more UFO · 
will soor start to appear. 

'Of Cfmrse:' she sai wiU , 
laugh "l 'v -!thought that for 10 or 

· 1 .. years." 

I 

'tl the pas t, t 1ose \,·ho saw 
UJ. ; verc thoug 1t to h •. lVe men­
tal , ro !ems. But the increased 
nt b('r of s· ghtings has helped 
ma.·e UFOs more acceptable. 
Belie ers include people lik~;; t 1e 
Greens, as well as authcrs, pro. 
fe. sors and sci ntists. 

J. J lien Hynek, nn as onomcr 
who once ~as tl1c c ie UFO 
deb11n er for the Ai Force and is 
no 1 

• nsidcre i the top autho ity 
in t' ~field, estimate.;! there have 
been 80,000 reports. 

· Most are "just non. ense," b t 
l,OGO sightings from 140 cou tr ie · 
merit investigation, he said. 

Hynek, 73, helped found the 
Center for UFO tudies in Illinoi 
and has opened a branch offce in 
Phoenix, riz. Practically no 
research mo 1ey is a ·ailable so 
he operates with don tions. 

He's never seen a UFO, but he 
hopes that someday, there ill be 
a "mini· ASA" devoted to 
research. 

f):l 1 irl . J~ccbs, a hist~ry pro. 
fe:>sor at Temple U1 i versity, 
wrote a book called "The U 0 
Controversy in Amcrica. 11 

He aid, ''This ha been goi 1g 
on for so long and there have 
been so many reliable people 
who have claimed this, it's just 
plain crazy to say everybody is 
wr·ong." 

But others disagree, like Philip 
J. Klass, senior electronic 
editor for Aviation Week & Space 
Technology magazine' and the 
country' best-known UFO 
debun er. 

He said UFO reports have 
decline becaus~ they have 

ccc ne so outlandi h, ·ith fx C· 
quent storie about abduction 
by aliens. The more believable 
tories are no longer conside cd 

interesting: 

Klass said all UFOs have ear­
thly e. ·nlanations and the myt' ~ 
ha~ s rvin.>d for solo. a b "Caus 
it has a •i r~1 less appc~l. 

"This is a great hope "he aid. 
"It's t 1e universal dream t 
are not alone." 


